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REAL ESTATE
BUILOING NEWS

The Week Before Fair
WasFairlyActivein
and About Town.

SALES MADE AND
SOME TO BE MADE

Folks Coming to the Fair Will
iTake Time to Examine Rich-

\ mond Dirt as an Investment.
A Glimpse at Some Pri-

vate Correspond-
ence.

It ls qulto llkcly that the returns/rom Jhe census bureau concernlng_reater Rlchmond's Increased popula¬tlon were not read wlth more lnterest
anywhere ihan In the. ofnees of thereal estate agents. One of the wellknown agencies on Maln Street went
ao far as to say that ln Its oplnlonthe publlcation of tho flgures knocked
business Into a cocked hat for several
daya because ao much tlmo was con-
i>umed ln discusslng them. Maybethat was mercly thls man's way of
explalnlng hls fallurc to make a blgdeal that has been several weeks on
tho strlng and has not as yet ma-
teriallzed.
Whether the census flgures, or not.

made business dull, the fact rcmaina
that comparatlvely small business was
done by tho real estate men last week.
That ls to say. tho businesB which re-
r-ulted ln real sales was small, the
total dcals for the week belng a trlfle
under -200.000 in value. but there was
r.ot a little actlvlty ln the matter of
exhibition of lots and properties and
ln ncgotlatlons that are likely to lead
to future aalca of conslderable dlmen-
elops.

Hopefiil Agent* Talk.
Not less than twenty-flve agencies

rrport sales consummated and all of
them report flne prospeets for future
sales, and. as before stated. the actual
nales footed up somethlng near to
J200.000. and the prospective sales to
somethlng very much larger, maybe
two mlllions or more. I the hopeful
minda. All of the agents are veryhopeful. Hope Is a good thlng. Tak"
lt out of the world and Oahrlel would
have to btow hls horn before sun-up
the next mornlng. Thls kind of hope
may not always materialtze ln sales
and the collectlons of commlsslons,
but it keeps the boys In a good bumor
.a hopeful humor anyhow.

Thla Fort of thlng ls not to be
laughed at. The real estato agents
have very good renson to be hopeful.
for very few people outslde of their
domain have nny Idea of the large
number of persons in dlstant lands
who are looking towards Richmond
and Vlrglnia wlth an Idea of livinghere "some sweet day." Many of the
agents report a lartte number of let¬
ters from tlmost every sectlon of the
country, from all manner of peoplemaklng Inqiitrlea as to farm lands.
fruit and grazlng lands. salt-water
farms and nuburban homes, who are
attracted to this goodly country by
the alluremsnt of good and cheap liv¬
ing, pleasant cllmate. hospitable peo¬ple and unexccptlonal educatlonal ad¬
vantages.

The Thlng ls World-Wlde.
If these tnquiries came from one

partlcular sectlon they micht be in-
terpreted as the repult of some speclal
effort or local advertlsement, but the
plain fact ls that these Inquirles are
"wldely dlstrlbuted. and reach from
the frozon flelds of Saskatchewan to
the torrld plalns of Mexlco and Centrai
Amerlca.
The wrlter of theaa few llnes, whose

name ls generally altached to one or
more artlcl«s every week In the Tn-
-uatrlal Sectlon of The Tlmes-Dls¬
patch, gets letters nearly every day
from dlstant parts asklr.tr for deflnite
lnformatlon concernlng Vlrprlnla lands
nnd Vlrginia town lots. One before
me now ls from Idaho and the writer
of the same wants to get to a countryln which he can ralse cattle wlthout
havlng them fre,eze to death in the
¦winter. I am horlng to land him ln
Tazewell or Washington or Pulaskl or
Grayson co.tnty, or some other blue
prass county. Pofstbly he may he In-
duced to become a nelphbor of Henry
Stuart up in Russcll county.

Agenta Get Many Lcttera.
Nearly every day real estate agents

show me letters of th's character. but
as a general rule they do lt ln strict
confldence after swearlng me to
secrecy. because they seem to be afrald
that the rlght hand of some other
agent will find out what their left
hand ls bobblng up agalnst.
One agency, however, that is not so

awfully frlghtened along theso llnes is
J. Thompson Brown & Co. and they
report the vecelpt of a large number
of letters of the character mentloned.
TJsually such mlsslves come In after
bllzzards, hurrlennes and snowstorms
lp the reglons not so blessed as Vlr¬
glnia, but thls year they are dropping
ln consldorably ln advance of these
thlngs. From the wording of some
of the letters of thls kind I have seen.
I take lt that not a fow of tho wrlters
of the same will bo dropping into
Richmond thls week to attend tne
State Falr and to get posted on the
llnes they are much Interested in and
that, by tho way, shows what a good
thlng a State Falr is,
Somo of tho letters of tho kind re-

ferred to are right amuslng, b|R a
eerlous anawor to every ono of them
could well :>p. "Come right along; all
of your trouhlos cnn be cured in old
Vlrglnia." Mr. Brown showed a big
'hntoh of these lottors and commented
as he wont along.
"Hero ls one," sald he, "from one of

tho most ominent chemists ln the
West, the nead of one of the lurgest
concerns ln this country, an ovor-
¦worked gontleman. who proposod to
take a rost fci a year or moro. Ho is
nlready located here nnd has returned
1o the West to brlng hia famlly. Moro
ls ono, from another cultured gontlo-
man, a professor of Grook, who, wants
to locate hero for rost and rocreatlon
as well as oducatlonal advantages for
hls children,
Another from a wealthy banker, who

Is looking for sport and wants a gamo
fContlnued on Third Page.l
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POULTRY FOLKS
ARE IH EtlllCl

They Will Be at State Fair With
Something Good to

Show.

HAVE A SHOW OF THEIR OWN

Schaaf Tells About Chickcn
Breeders Who Will Be at

Fair.

UV WALTER C SCHAAF.
To start wlth, the Virglnla Poultry

Assoclatlon cordlally lnvites every ono

nterestcd ln poultry to an Informal
talk by Judge Jocqulin, of New York,
it the rooms of the assoclatlon, Plckett
_amp Hall, 307 North Seventh Street,
ruesday evenlng at S:30 o'clock. We
ivlll have lee cream and cake for the
ladleB, so brlng them along. We want
ill of our visiting frlends to the State
Fair, as well as the home folks. Drop
:n and see us; there ls always some-

:hlng to learn, for even shaklng hands
ivlth the other fellow (your competl-
:or) teaches us that ho ls not such
i bad fellow after all, even though ho
idvertlses "the best blrds on earth."

IluyliiK the Best.

Allowlng for the fact that a large
lumber of breeders of flne stralns of
Dlrds are asklng (and evidently getting
t) from $5 to 510 per egg from thelr
Dest breedlng pens, the novlce nat-j
irally asks tho question: "Can a
nen's egg really bo worth $10? To
ivhlch I would answer yes and no, as
:t all depends on the polnt of vlew.
3ne mlght ns well ask lf a raco horse
s worth $40,000 or a flne palntlng of
<omc old master $200,000. The ele-
nent of art enters Into these values to
?ueh an extent that the utllity values
ire lost slgrht of. The person paylng
icer $5 per slttlng for hatching eggs
ins his or her definlte object ln vlew,
ivhlch ls the breedlng of fancy blrds
'or exhibition and breedlng purposes.
[f thoy attain what thoy are after,
iven at the price of $10 per egg, they
'.e.e>\ componsated for thelr outlay. To
ie suro the element of chanco enters
argely Into the transactlon, but this
s true of any breedlng stock.

Btijlnjy Ilrccdlng.Stock or _Sk£»,
Supposlng a certaln broeder 'has

ipent years In the porfectlop of a
tno straln of Barred Rocks or Black
Ulnorcas. strong in egg productlon.
ind breedlng close to the standard re-
nilrements of perfect blrds; suppose
:hls hreedor. after patlent years of
abor. exhlbits a couple of pens of his
inest blrds at sovbrul of tho largest
loultry shows ln Americn. wlnnlntr tho
5luc rlbbons rlght down thy llne; sup-
>ose, furthor. that you are Interosted
n the abovo broods, and thlnk you see!
n thls straln just the rlght element
.hat wlll "nlch" wlth certaln blrds of
,'our own to produce blrds of llke
,'alue, what would you be wllllng to
jlvo for a slttlng of that breoder's
sggs? Vlewed from the art standpotnt,
,'oti would be quite wllllng to pay n
ilgh price, for you would have a
manco of- gratlfylng your dcslre for
ho beautiful. Put how about tlm
itlllty end of Ihe transactlon? Sup.
ioso theso hons of the breedor's straln
mvo a record of 200 eggs per year
mqh, would that not Inliuonce you ta
lecome reconclled to high prlces for
nese particular blrds? To bq sure, tho

(Continued on Third PaaiTi
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How to Make Drags and How to

Work Them.Object
Lessons.

TIMELY SUBJECT DISCUSSED

Bill of Materials for Building a

Drag of the Best
Type.

BY FRANK S. WOODSON,
Iiidu.Htrtnl Edltor.

Three years or more ago I had a

talk wlth ono of tho mest men I ever

knew. He ls now dead. He dld as

much for Vlrglnia as any man who
ever llved in the State. There was
nothlng that looked to the upbuilding
and the betterment of Vlrglnia that he
dld not ln some way havo a. hand ln.
He was a man of means, a man of
marked Intelllgence and of unbounded
energy, and ho used all of these to
help make hls loved State greater and
greater as the days went by. Plty he
dled young.

tn this talk he told me that In all
of hls efforts to mako tho old State
greater and better he had done the
Dest ho knew how. but he was con-
vlnced that, In a way, he had wot-ked
from the wrong end. Ho had worked
for better schools, for bettar farmthg,
for better and larger manufacturlng
enterprises, for finer railway develop-
ment. for better municipa] government,
for better and larger educational ad-
vantages, and all that kind of thlng,
and I know that along theso lines ho not;
only gavo tho State tho beneflt of hls
Judgrnent and hls natural ability, but
also of hls money. and ho had the uso
of much money thnt he had made by
honest eifort, but stlll he thought i.o
hod commenced at the wrong end.

Good Itoads the IK-xluiilug.
ln reply to my question as to what

was the rlght end. ho sairl: "Good
roads ls the salvatlon of Vlrginia, and
lf I had spent more effort for good
roads I would probably have done the
old State more good." To sum up hls
argument briefly lt was thls: Good
roads wlll solvo all of the probloms
that neod to be solved. A good road
that wlll tako the country child to
school ln good tlmo; that wlll tako
the country preacher to hls appolnt-
tnent ln good tlmo, and assuro hlm
of a congregatlon; that wlll tako the
farmer to markot ln good' tlmo; that
wlll enable the women to vlsit tholr
nelghbors In short order and talk ovor
nelghborhood affnirs, and gosslp, if
you please, and get baclt homo boforo
dark; thnt wlll furnlsh a good'* rlght-!
of-way for telephone llnes, and, ln
short. that wlll brlng tho country
folks closer together that they mny
bo soclable nnd nolghhorly, and thnt
Wlll, ln short, mako the rural re-
glons .lust as enjoynble to llvo In ns
lho town or the vlllage; theso thlngs
wlll mnlw the country blossom ns a
rosa and will oblltorato tho country
boy's deslre nnd the oountry glrl'p
donlro to movo to towti nnd work ln
stores and fnctorios and ull that kind
of thinff 4 |

X l«|g Object l.esson.
Thnt ls .1ust how good roads wlll

pay. I was down ln Groonosvllle coun-
tv tho othor day and Jlidgn Leopldas

(qbntlnued on, Third"~Pa_e.~)

FIRST APPEARANCE
OF SUN-CURED LEAF

3ales Are Very Satisfactory.ReceiptsContinue
Small and Consist Largely of Primings.
Considerahle Business in Package Goods.

The recelpts of leaf tobacco on the
Rlchmond market contlnue small and
conflned almost entlrely' to primings.
However, there was some varlety the
past week by the appearance on the
warehouse floors of a lew plles of buii-
cured leaf, and they attracted the at¬
tentlon of the buyers. Thls leaf was
of the commoner grade, but"lt showed
up f>Irly well, and caustd some anl-
niatlon, It sold for very satlsfactory
llgures. The primings that were of¬
fered were a little better than those
of the Drevious week, and sold some-
what hlgher.
The eyes of the tobacco men wlll be

turned to the State Fair all of fhls
week. where they wlll soe some of the
iVest exhlbits of tho old. Virglnla weed
that they have ever yet eaat Uhelr
optlc nerves upon.
The dealers ln package goods did

considerahle business the past wjek,
the market for all types o_ the leaf
that has found lts way Into hogaheads
and tlerces remalnlng flrm and actlve.
The reports from tho Interior mar¬

kets speak for themselves.

TOba'co R*Port from Danrllle.
[Special to The Tlmes-DIsnatch.]Danvllle. Va.. October 1..The season tot

selllns primings ia now about over, and tlie
rejjular grades aro bcglnnln. t0 come tc
market in a small way. So far tho sales
have lasted only about an hour or less un¬
der double sales each day.
Whlle the offerlngs are ra.ther common

they indlcate that the crop wlll be a good
and yseful one, wlth rlpeneBs ond good
botlv. wlth less color than usual.
Prlces have sturted oft on a hlgher leve:

than last seasfbn. and there is no Indlc.tlon
nt present to look for any decllne.
Full recelpts aro not looked for untll thc

crop is all housed, which ls now nearlns
completlon, and untll there is a sood season.
Probably 75 per cent. of the crop ln the
old bolt ls now housed.
Redrled tobaccos'are falrly actlve wlthout

any' la'rge sales of momont to report,

Jlnrkct P'ovcs a Success.
[Special to The Tliues-Dlspatch.l

V.'ashlngton. X. C., October 1..Washlns-
ton'a tobacco warehouse ls provlng a great
success, and Is grea'tly addlng- to the com-
motclal lnloresta of the clty. Thls ware¬
house was organiaed about ono month age
by a number of tho clty's promlncnt busi¬
ness men. Slnce the openlng day the loca.
warohouse has sold ovor a quarler mlllion
pounds. On last Friday the sales reached
nearly 50,000 pounds, nnd the dally average
sales aro trom -O.COo to 30.000 pounds, at an
averago price of from M0 to J12 per tot
pounds. The local warehouse lg under the
management of N. D. Young, who for the
past several years has hatl tho experlence ol
condiictlng succeasfully lnosc leaf sales. W
J. Bugs, ot Chase Clty. Va., haa charge ol
the auctloneerlnp.
The best grades of tobaecos are ralsed

throughout thla seqlon, and tho prospoett
for u Ioosc leaf business In thla clty are o_-

ceptionally good.

Tobacco Sulcs nt Pnrmvllip.
[Speclal lo The Times-Dlspatch. 1Farmviiie, Va.., Oetober l. .Thu' crop ol

tobucco .lust houBed In thls sectlon of tlu
State Is up to the average |n quality und
quanttly. Every outstandlng niant hnsbeer
cut and made ready for the flrlpg. Prim¬
ings havo about aJI'bcon marketod. nnd
tho prlces were such ns to groatly encour-
uso the growui." to save and aoll them an¬
other yenr. At 11 lee Depot, elgbt mllos from
Farmviiie, a large warehouse has lieer
ernotud for tho s;ile of tobacco, nnd a strong
effot-l wlll be mndo hy the managers to ul-
vert from other rnarkota much or tho weed
Up lo the present there hnve been sold or,
thu Furmvlllf market noat-ly 1,000,1'Oj pqumlt
of primings thls season,

..V||clil>urB Tolmcen .Mnrke'.
[Special to The Tlmea-Dlspatch.]

Lynchburg, Vav, Oetober 1..John D. Ogles.
by. of Ihe Lynchburg Tobaoeo Warehouse
Company (Inc), roakoa the followlug j-epwi

i of tobacco sold on tho Lynchburg market:
Sold week ehdlng September 23, 63.TOU

poundB; so:d week endlng Stptembor 30, 54.-
SOo pounds; increase for thls week 1,100
pounds.
Sold from September 1, 1900, to September

30, 1905, 49.'.30n pounds; sold from September
13, l»li>, to September 30. 1910. 310,700 pounds;
decreaee for 1910, 151,500 pounds.
The entlre offerlngs thls week were prlm¬

lngs, with prices very good Indeed. The gen¬
eral average was $1.01, belng Just the same
It was last week.
The weather has been flne thls week for

cuttlns tobacco. and It is estlmated that
three-fourths of the crop has been cut. Tlie.
quality of the crop ln thls sectlon Is good.

» but owltig to so much dry weather much or
, the tobacco will be small in sizc.

E LIGHT FOR
8USY EMPORIA

Biggest Manufacturing Establish-
ment Changes From Steam to

Electric Power.

[Speclal to The Tlmes-TJispatch.]
Em'poria, Va., October 1..The ovont

of the week ln inls busy manufactur¬
ing town was the turnlnj? on of the
electric power upon the machlnery of
the Emporla Manufacturing Company.
Thls compuny. which has been dolng
a nimmense woodworklng business for
the past decade and always tising
steam powar, went over to electric
power this week, havlng made a ten-
years' contraet wlth,tho new Emporla
Hydro'-Electric Power Corporation. The
change from -steam power: to electric
was made wlthout a hltch, and when
tho electric current wns turnod on the
vast machlnery went rlght to v.-ork as
smoothly as lf no change had beon
made at aU. The Emporla Manufactur¬
ing Company expects to save blg
money by tho change, one Immonso
ttetn belng ln the, matter of lnsuranco.
The nrc llghts that are to koep tho

town illuminated from the Emporla
Hydro-Elcctric Power plant have boon
completod and put. ln placo, and tho
dlm incandescent llghts on the streets
are to be abandoned. Ali of thls
makes Emporla a well llghted town,
and. tho'power that Is belng furnished

[the many manufacturing plants Is a
tromendous assot for tho town. Nego-
tlatlons are now on looking to tho oa-
tablishmont of new Industrial plnnts' to utlllze tlio surplus power that 'ho
JMohorrln Rlver ls furnlshlng through
tho agency of tho Hydro-Electric Cor¬
poration,
CLIJU 0UGAXI7.KS TO

AOVEUTl.SB CHASE CITV
[Speclal to The Tlmos-Dlspatch.]CHASE CITY. Va., October t..The C'haso

Clty Commercl.nl Cliih.was reorganlzud
Thursday evening at an enthualnstle meet-
ing of the club, wlth R D. Pattoraon, presl-.
ctent; F. n. Itoamoy, vico-presldent, aud K.
W. Hmlglns, secretary and treasurer. An
-Hgro.sslvc cnmualitn uns been Inuugiiratccl
by tho club to advertlso tho town.
Wlth thls movemom on foot nnd the pres¬

ent recent ndvanccmenta In the form or a
new furnltiiru faotory, new befx and shooK
manufacturing plant, and tho reont order
by Presldent Flnley, of t'ba Southern IMII-;
way for better rallway fncllitlea, Chase Clty
hus splendid proapecttf as belng nnu of tho
most proaresalva tr«rn* in the Stato, 1

N. Y., P. and N. Railroad Prepar-
ing to Handle Heavier

Traffic.
[Speclal to The Tlmes-DIspatch.]
Cape Charles, Va., October 1,.The

work of double tracking the New York,
Phlladelphia und Norfolk Rallroad be¬
tween Delmar and Cape Charles ls
progresslnjr rapldly, and before the
busy Iruil season next summer wlll
have been compltted. Double track
has been extended untll now there are
forty-four mlles of double track ln
operatlon. Largo concrete culverts
have replaoed the wooden brldges at
King's Creek and Princess Anne, and
several smaller oncs have been put
ln at other places; large repanlr shops
have been erected at Cape Charles,
whlle a concrete bulkhead, the thlrct
of lts klnd ln the country, has been
put along the water front at the ware¬
house ln Cape Charles, whlle a con¬
crete pler for supplylng coal to the
tugs and barges ls belng bullt on the
other slde «.-f the harbor; and work
tralns are busy unloading gravel on

parts of the road that need lt most.
Besldcs all thoso lmprovemonts, now

statlons have been opened at Mears
nnd Greenbush. A new depot has been
bullt at Lecato and other statlon Im-
provements are eontemplated at Salls-
bury and Crisfleld. Not only ls tho
road belng improved, but lt is belng
extended. Work has been begun on the
Cape Charles Railroad, whlph will ex¬
tcnd from Eayvlew to Townsend. a

dlatance of slx and one-quarter mlles.
Thls extcn.-slon wlll tap a rich farmlng
country. Xew Interlocking swltches
and signals have been put ln at tho
end of all doublo tracks, and Pocomoko
draw-brldge wlll have Interlocking
slgnals.

Hundreds of thousands of dollars
are belng expended on thc llne to put
lt ln condltion to handle the trafllc.
Several new cnglnes have recently been
added to the equlpmont. whlch are

among tlie largest ever bullt ln thls
country. It ls a frequent occurrenco
to see one of these glants speedlng
along pulllng 100 to 1.0 loaded cars.
There has recently beon a great on-

largement of the frelght yards at Del¬
mar and Cape Charles to accommodate
the Increased trafllc.
The tremendous Increase ln shlp-

monts over thls road has caused the
road to expend east sums of money to
handle the trafllc. The shipments or

farm products from tho Eastern Shoro
of Maryland and Virglnla have been
greater than ever before, the Increase
ranglncr from »0 to 40 per cent. Four
new road onglnos to help handlo thls
business were bought hofore tho rush
of the busy season. A tug and two
r.ew 'mrges helped factlltato the bay
movement, w-h'.le two now shlftlng en-

glnes helped out ln the yards. In nd-
dltlon to tho great Increase ln the
movomont of perlshable frelght, the
heavy movement ot slow frelght haa
contlnund. A great many Improve-
ments have beon mada and aro stlll
bolrg made.

Otvr.n foictor.V for Farmviiie.
[Speclal to Th« TlineJ-DIsputoh.]

F_niivll!e. Va. October 1..An overnll
factorv for Farmviiie ls now asaured, The
capital sloek Biibsertbod Is $23,000, and more
than one-hnlf of thls amount is talcen by
Fnrmvlllo citlzens. It ls proposed to begin
oporatloiia Just as soon ns tho machinery
can bo placed. It ls sald that the factorv
wlll glve employmeot <s not less than t<W
ntraau. mo-t at whom -wlll be glrls,

RICHMOND, GREAT
JOBBIHG CENTRE

Someof the Census Fig-
uresThat Tell Encour-
agitigTales andWhy?

BIG RICHMOND IS
SOUTH'SGATEWAY

Old James River Gives Whole-
saling Richmond a Whip Hand.
Railroad Facilities That Lay
Over All Other Southern
Market s.Wonderful
Growth in a Decade.

BY FRANK S. WOODSON.
Nor nearly a week paot, ever sinca

The Tlmes-Dlspatch made the ex-
clusive announcement concernlng
Rlchmond's populatlon accordlng, ta
the government census Just taken, peo¬
ple ln thls good old town havo been
working over those flgures and a thou-
sand and one are tho calcujatlons that
have been made and remade and verl-
lled and yet made over agaln; the
flgures that concern trade as -well as
populatlon,

Posslbly the flgures that have at-
tracted the most attention were those
which essayed to show the wholosale
business of Richmond and its growth
wlthln the past decade. The real cen¬
sus flgures concernlng thls business
are not yet avallable, and, those used
in The Tlmss-Dlspatch last Thursday
rnornlng, as was explalned at the time,
were taken from the Chamber of Com¬
meree records, which records run up ln
thls case only to the 1st of last Jan¬
uary. Accordlng to those flgures tbe
jobblng business of Richmond has kept
pace ln the matter of growth wlth.
everythlng e'.se and perhaps has a lit¬
tle overrcached the results ln soma
other llnes.
Hero are the flgures publlshed:'

KI_Mire* Xever I.lc.
Capital .'nvested ten years ago ln

jobblng, $S,lT0,500; capital inve3ted in
1909, $12,7-5.260; Increase in nlne
years. 56 per cent. Jobbers' sales ten
years ago, «33,377.2'i.*>: sales last year.
$68,040,425; increase in nlne years, 90

per cent. These flgures, be it under-
stood, are of date of January 1 last.
The offlclal data from that time to the

present ls cf course not obtalnable
just now, but aU of the calculators
nnd all of the business men and statis-
tlcTans 'agree that the year-1910 Ivas.

shown more grO.wth in the wholesallns
and jobblng busln^s of Richmond than
was ever ahown l. «y one M|«»
vear in the history * »S*?mon^ and

they. therefore. flgure f*at when^the
complete returns for the^ccade from

1000 to 1910 come to the fro.^ tney

wlll show Rlchmond's increase 11} tue

wholesallns and jobblng business to

have been conslderably more than lv'.
rer cent. »

The WhyB nutl Wherefores.
And now tho question r.aturally

arlses why thls great increase? It la

easy enough to answer. R»chm°na ¦

splendid geographlcal Pf ion' hb«-
ing the gateway to all of the South. £
a blg advantago as lt stands, an.,

makes this city naturally the dis-

trlbutlng point for all of tho bouth
But thls natural advantage would not

cut very much of a flgure lf Richmond
did not have other good thing- to

backstand lt. It has those other good
things.banking facilities and bank-

ing capital that are mot exceoded by
any clty of Rlchmond's size ln all or

tho country. also a tretnendous lever-
ago; rallway and shlpping facilities
that are slmply superb put the good
old town ln the very closest touch >vlth,
every Southern and Northern anjd.
Western point that ls worth tradlns
wlth. There is from time to time a.

good deal of crltlclsm of the railways
and their methods. Well, the rall-
roads are here to make money for"
their stockholders, and, of course, they
must try to make every edge cut, but
taken by and large, I am Incllned to
thlnk that the big railways that centro
in Richmond have the city's lnterest
at hoart, lf a railway can be sald to
havo a heart. and I do know' that
thero is no city ln all of the South
or all of the country that ls in a bet¬
ter posltion to compete for business
so far as railway frelght charges kt-
fect sald business.

Bear Old James Rlver.
I bellevo the railways are alsposed

to tote falr wlth ureater Richmond,
and are totlng falr, but if they were

not ao Incllned Richmond has a whlp
hand, and a whlp wlthln Its hand that
lt can uso on tho transportatlon com-

panles whenever lt llkes, and the big
business men of tha great wholosaling
town have never falled when occaslon
domar-led to mako good use of that
whlp.

I. of course, nbfor to old James
Rlver. which carrlcs a great vi-fuine
of wator and emptles into the ocoan ln
a way that onables steamshlps and
schooners and tlatboats. and all other
kinds of thlngs that can tloat freight.
to get to town loaded down wlth raar-
chandlse and get away on short notlc*
ln llke condltlon, and carry to tha
uttormost parts of tlie earth Rlch¬
mond's trade and brlng back the trade
ot the ujilverse for dlstrlbutlon frorn
Rlchmond's wharfs and warehouaes.
As long as Jamos Rlver contlnuos to
otiii«ty lnto the Aclantlc Ocean Rich¬
mond wlll hold the bulge on all of tho
inlancl towns llke Nashville and Chat¬
tanooga and Atlanta and Blrmlngham.
tiud wlll be able to land goods from
her wholesnle and jobblng houses rlght
at the doors of these towns at cheaper
frelght rates thun thoao sald to\vn_
evor dreamed of.
Tho wholosale houses of thls clty setf

goods In every ^tate of the Unlon, but.
of course, tholr best hold ls In th»
South and the Southwostern States. I
could fill up a wholo page tolllng what
Richmond sells ln all of thls vast
terrltory, but lt can be suinmed up m
n smnll way by sltnply saying that
lt solls everythlng that good folks
want to huy. Dry goods, groeerie«,
shoes, hats, milllnery. drttgs, harti-
waro. farm implomcnts. bulldlng ma-
torlals, nnd, ln short, every and ar.y-
thlng that huinan beltigs demand are>
shipped by the wholesalers of Rich¬
mond to overy polnt of the compass,
and the shlpments are made »v«ry
d_y ln tha yuar,


